I                             THE  NORTH   GERMAN BUND

t

/                  Prussian   hegemony  have   been  expected from   Russia.

f;                  Tilsit, Erfurt, Olmiitz and other historic memories said:

;v                   Vestigia terrent.    In short, I had not confidence enough

?;                  in Gortchakoff s policy, to let us reckon on the same se-

\                  curity that Alexander I afforded in 1813, until the ques-

$                  tions of the future came to discussion at Vienna, as to

$                  what was to become of Poland and Saxony, whether Ger-

$                  many had sufficient protection against French invasions

^                  independently of Russian decisions, and whether Stras-

j|                   burg should become a fortress of the Confederation.   Such

I                  were the varied considerations I had to bear in mind in

!A                    order to decide upon the proposals I wished to lay before

;;!                   the King and the form in which they were to be drafted.

&                   I do not doubt that the time will come when our archives

;;                   will be accessible to the public, even in respect to these

5                   transactions, whether or not in the meantime the proposal

i                   is carried out to destroy those documents which testify to

('                   my political activity.

1                         The temptation had certainly been great for a monarch

I                    whose position was exposed to the extravagant attacks of

I                    the Radical party and to the pressure of Austrian di-

j                    plomacy, not only in the national domain of the Frank-

li(                    fort Congress of Princes, but also in that of Poland, from

the three great confederate Powers, England, France, and

Austria.

That the King, in 1863, did not allow his deeply mor-
|                    tified feelings as monarch and as Prussian to overmaster

political considerations shows how strong in him were the

sentiment of national honour and sound common-sense in

politics.